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NEWS RELEASE
JUDGE REINSTATES HOMICIDE, KIDNAPPING CHARGES AGAINST PINOCHET:
A VICTORY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, SAYS AUTHOR ON FORMER DICTATOR
DAYTON, Ohio -A Chilean federal judge's reinstatement of homicide and kidnapping
charges against former dictator Augusto Pinochet is an "absolute victory" for human rights
organizations all over the world, said Mark Ensalaco, a University of Dayton associate
professor of political science and author of the book Chile Under Pinochet: Recovering the Truth
(University of Pennsylvania Press).
'Tm delighted," Ensalaco said. "His arrest should be called the Pinochet precedentlegislation that will hold all war criminals accountable for their atrocities." The 85-year-old
general, who was arrested this morning, has been charged in connection with a series of political
killings during his 17-year rule.
"Pinochet's own law is coming back to burn him," said Ensalaco, alluding to the
authoritarian court system that allows little in the way of judicial exemptions. For several years
his doctors have been telling the courts that he is too ill to stand trial. "There are virtually no
loopholes in the Chilean justice system, except for being declared insane or demented, and it
hasn't been proven he is either. The legal system is as inflexible as Pinochet's regime was."
Ensalaco maintains in his book that Pinochet was complicit in the "enforced
disappearance" of thousands of Chileans and an unknown number of foreign nationals. "Here's
a man who led a military coup in violation of the country's constitution, presided over a bloody
regime and who operated completely outside the rule of law," said Ensalaco, director of UD's
international studies program.
"The international community can never lose sight that Chile was ruled by a man who,
as a matter of policy, deliberately murdered his own citizens, whom he perceived to be political
enemies," said Ensalaco, executive director of the Inter-American Forum on Human Rights, a
nonprofit, nongovernmental organization dedicated to human rights in South America. "Finally,
justice will be served."
Ensalaco traveled to Chile, South America, in November with a documentary team from
BBC World Service. He served as a consultant and on-air expert for the team, which aired a 40- overOFFICE OF PuBLIC RELATIONS
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minute documentary on the prosecution of Pinochet, dictator of the country from 1973 to 1990.
On his trip, Ensalaco met with Chilean officials and attended an investigation at the famous
General Cemetery where officials unearthed the fate of the 16 specific victims of the Pinochet
regime's "Operation on Conference Street" in May 1976. More than 1,300 Chileans disappeared
under Pinochet, and efforts are under way to seek help from the military to identify victims and
locate bodies or determine what happened to the remains.
"The judge conducting the investigation, Juan Guzman, had evidence of the 16 bodies,
four of them corresponding to a case he was investigating," Ensalaco explained. In a dusty
records office, the group -which also included the chief coroner and two detectives - found
the burial registry ledgers that showed 16 bodies buried in the cemetery's Lot 28 in 1976. The
dates corresponded with the vanishing of the 16 victims of the Operation on Conference Street.
"Typically, bodies in General Cemetery are buried for three years, exhumed and then
reburied in another part of the cemetery before being cremated three years later," Ensalaco said.
"These bodies were all exhumed and cremated in 1981."
Three causes of death were listed for the 16 bodies in Lot 28 - gunshot to the cranium
and thorax, severe trauma to the head and death by asphyxiation by submersion in water. To
prevent identifying the victims by fingerprints, all of the 14 men and two women had their
fingers amputated at the second knuckle, except for ring fingers, which were removed entirely to
release the rings.
For each body, identity in the records was listed as "no name." The judge concluded
these were the victims of the Operation on Conference Street.
"Two and a half hours later, we're walking through the cemetery, with these beautiful
promenades and marble mausoleums," Ensalaco said. "The cemetery is divided in half by a long
wall, and when we get to the other side, we see a graveyard with rusty crosses with 'NN' for no
name on them. It's all overgrown with waist-high wildflowers. And there's a monument to the
disappeared, very high like the Vietnam Memorial.
"At the monument, we ran into a woman who told us of her sister, one of the victims of
the Operation on Conference Street. 'We think she was here once,' the woman said. "We
couldn't tell her that we may well have just found out her sister's fate, although she was
desperately hoping to learn," Ensalaco said. "I walked away at one point because I was starting
to tear up, to choke up, and I didn't want her to see that."
Ensalaco will use the interviews he conducted in Chile to write a new book on the
Pinochet prosecution and the victims, which is scheduled for release in the fall.
-30For media interviews, contact Mark Ensalaco at work (937) 229-2761, at home (937)
432-6772 or via e-mail at Mark.Ensalaco@notes.udayton.edu. For a copy of Ensalaco's book,
please contact Bruce H. Franklin at (215) 898-1674 or via e-mail at bfrankli@pobox.upenn.edu.

